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the coronation, but the King was opposed to that. He
said it was too expensive for his poor country, but it is
really because he hated ceremonies. He was never
crowned. He was a king who never wore a crown 1

The King had given orders that a new palace should
be built alongside the old palace in the main street in
Belgrade. It was finished in time for him to receive
his Queen there. At first they made their home in the
midst of the city. It was spacious but almost as simply
furnished as the little house he had been inhabiting
across the way. His rooms there were still those of a
soldier and rather Spartan, But the Queen introduced
the feminine touch in the reception rooms, showing
her great taste for handicraft and embroidery. In a
sense the sovereigns lived apart in their home. The
King was not uxorious. He did not allow the Queen
to have any influence upon his decisions* "The Queen,"
said he, "has no part in affairs of state. I admire her
because she is devoted to her children and seeks no
other sphere of interest." But they found one another
companionable. The King took her to his farm at
Oplenats. They went on many picnics and behaved
among the peasants with complete freedom from embar-
rassment. Wherever Alexander travelled Marie went
with him.

But the finding of a suitable consort could only have
been a minor problem in the early years following the
war. The peace, reconstruction, reparations, con-
solidation of the new territories, occupied Alexander's
mind to the exclusion of other considerations* First
there was the problem of the terms of peace. Europe
in war had been noisy but the Babel of peace-making
was even noisier and no one understood anyone else's
language.

The issue in Europe had been greatly complicated
by America's entry into the war and the fourteen points
of President Wilson. The making of peace was also
a conflict. The view of France was that spoils go to